
Backyard Hens in Arlington, MA
Pam Callaway, East Arlington Property Owner

Olivia, in South Portland, ME,  

feeds her pet hens.



Why Hens?
·Great garden fertilizer
·Chickens eat ticks and bugs
·Superior tasting eggs
·Better nutrition
·Cost savings
·Reduce kitchen waste
·Chickens make great pets
·Education
·Humane treatment of animals
·Food security
·Sustainability



Think Globally, Act Locally

·Arlington already does a lot:

·Farmerõs Market

·Recycling

·Composting Yard Waste

·Home compost bins

·Rain Barrels

·Community Gardens

·Most food in the US travels vast distances, on average1,500 miles, 
incurring a carbon cost. (Time Magazine)

·Home food production 

·reduces carbon emissions

·Small, easy and inexpensive 

·Hens take much less space than other protein sources

·Produces less waste than factory farms



What would it look like?



Implementation in Belmont, MA

·Information from Belmontõs Animal Control 

Officer, John Maguranis

·Allowed as pets, rather than through bylaw 

changes.

·8 permits currently

·0 complaints

·Inspection done by Animal Control Officer 

under board of health authority.

·Reports no significant smell from coops.

·òItõs working out fine.ó

mailto:jmaguranis@town.belmont.ma.us
mailto:jmaguranis@town.belmont.ma.us


Spotlight on Belmont Owners

·GalePryor (with husband Karl)

·Live in upscale, residential 

neighborhood, similarto Arlington 

Heights.

·5 hens, no roosters

·Inspection done by Animal Control

·Neighbors love the hens

·Use hay & pine bark shavings to 

control any smells (none 

perceptible when I was there)



Spotlight on Belmont owners
·EvieMalliris& husband John Beaty

·Live near Belmont Center in a dense 

area.

·Took chicken class at Codman Farms

·5 hens, no roosters

·Converted dog run with coop ð

hardware cloth and aviary netting to 

protect against predators

·No problems with  neighbors

·Use hay & pine shavings to control 

any smells (none perceptible when I 

was there)

·Plenty of eggs to share


