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Letter to Town Meeting Members
Dear Town Meeting Membs,

Thank you so much for your careful consideration of this article.

In the last few years, as thaat localsustainable livindifestyle has gained popularity, cities and towns all over America
have been relaxing their chicken laws to allow darefuly tended,pet backyard hens for eggs. We're talking about hens
only, no roosters (no noise!) kept in a pretty, carefuligintained enclosed cogpaisedby hand as pets and for eggs.
Chicken droppings make amazing compost for the gassienthe hens regcle kitchen scraps! Heritage breed chickens
are calm, docile, and when hamdised they becomeftectionate pets that come fen they are called. Kept as

suburban pets, and cleaned regularly, backyard chickens don't smell. In all, they make less nsigselkthén many

dogs.
LiQa Fdzyz SRdzOF aA2YyIlIfZ KS SR tte
But there is a serious reason for increased local food More of the Good Stuff...
production as well At the recent Climate Change
Congress on March 0some bachews was revealed Eggs from Sle ot
climate chang is haAp[‘)‘eninAgavr f?.SEeI’V thar’l anyone , 2§n§a§f?ed s» farm eggs
expected. ThenowS ELISOU SR U SYLISNJ U
render the planet unrecognizable from anything humans 7 u, 2/3@
KI ¢S S @SN ‘SNeleldmzdwihying StRebgheric < A %
chemistPaul Crutzewof the Max Planck Institute for %ﬂ
Chemistry in Mainz, Germany, says, "In order to be safe, [ gata carotene Vitamin A
we would have to reduce our carbon emissions by 70 pe | 7903 meg [ e 487 1U
cent by 2015. We are ?urreintly putting in 3 per cent more /,‘mmcg h\"‘& \
eachyear? I Qa O fd8dpialliofolr diecent efforts | =
to prevent this future we have to do more.

. r/% 4 r/%
Backyard hetkeeping is something small and inexpensive "’% “"%
that responsible citizens can do to cut carbon emissions. ) %
would reduce the carbon cost afdeliciois protein source Vitamin E Omega-3s
to near zero. " >4

o i ] "-;\ 0o7mg  \§ 22y 3 A
C2NJ SUSY Y2Nb AYyF2NN¥IOAZYy \_ OdzY S\
please visit the website: http://backyardchicks.com
Graphic from http://www.motherearthnews.com/RealFood/2007%10-01/Tests
RevealHealthierEggs.aspx

! http:/Avww.newscientist.com/artcle/mg20126971.70®ow-to-survivethe-comingcentury.html
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Hen Warrant Bylaws z Substitute Motions

Date: 5/03/09
Version: 6
Author: Pam Callaway, with input from town residents

Introduction

These are the substitute motions for Articles 11 & 12. The bylaws are intended to specify the obligations of hen owners,
rather than how they are to meet such obligations, as there are many ways of accomplishing a particular goal. It is my
intention to also publish a set of guidelines that provide specific information on *how* to raise hens in accordance with
these bylaws. The regulatory agency is set to be the Board of Health for two reasons: 1) it is customary among most
towns and cities that allow hens, and 2) Massachusetts has specific legislation that empowers the board of health to
regulate animals for nuisance prevention or health concerns. These regulations are drawn from the best regulations of
Newton, Belmont, Brookline, and South Portland, ME.

Article 11 - Zoning Bylaw
The ARB and the Zoning committee have voted in favor of this article and have put forward a modified version for
consideration:

That the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw in Article 5, Section 5.04, Table of Use

Regul ations, by adding a new use numbered 8.23 i mme
Keeping of no more than six hen chickens (but no roosters), as permitted by the Arlington Board of

Health, for egg-laying, pet, or other non-commercial purposes in an enclosure in the rear yard of a

property at least six feed from all property lines and at least 25 feet from residences on adjacent lots. 0

and by adding the words fiYesOoO in the columns headed
any action related thereto.

Article 12 - Public Health and Safety Bylaw
That the Town will vote to amend Title VII, Public Health and Safety, of the Bylaws, by inserting an
article to regulate the keeping of poultry as follows:

SECTION 1. Purpose
a. The purpose of this bylaw is to regulate the keeping of hens for the purposes of pets, home egg
production, gardening, or similar purposes. This bylaw details the obligations of the hen keeper so as to
prevent a nuisance to surrounding lots or any public health concerns, as well as the permit issuing
process.
SECTION 2. Definitions
a. Henia female chicken. AChickeno may also be used to
b. Henhouse or coop i a structure designed to house chickens.
c. Penorruni acompletely enclosed outdoor area designed to allow chickens access to the outdoors
while providing protection from predators.
d. Predator i any creature that would seek to harm or consume chickens.
e. Pests i any unwanted animal that would seek access to chicken feed, such as mice or rats.
SECTION 3. Nuisance Control
a. Noise.

i. No roosters (male chickens) are permitted.
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ii. The number of hens shall be limited to 6.

iii. Perceptible noise from chickens at the property boundary must conform to all existing noise

bylaws.
b. Odor.

i. Odors from chickens, chicken manure, or other chicken-related substances shall not be
perceptible at the property boundaries.

ii. If possible, waste must be composted with carbonaceous material such as hay, bedding, or
leaves. If the weather is too cold, or composting is otherwise not possible, waste must be stored
in a sealed container until disposal.

iii. Weekly cleaning of henhouses is required, more frequent cleanings may be required as needed
to prevent odor.

iv. The henhouse and attached pen must conform to all relevant property setbacks for accessory
structures as specified in sections 6.18 and 8.23 of the zoning bylaws.
c. Other
i. Al chickens shall be confined to the per mit
and straying onto other properties.
SECTION 4. Predator and Pest Control.
a. Chicken feed must be stored securely in a rodent-proof container.
b. Chicken feed leftover from feeding may not remain past dusk in an area accessible to rodents or other
pests.
c. Henhouse construction

i. Henhouse and attached pen must be constructed securely so as to exclude predators.

ii. The pen must be completely enclosed, including aviary netting or other predator-proof material
across the top of the pen.

iii. Henhouse and food sources must be constructed and stored so as to exclude pests.

d. Necessary measures must be taken to prevent a buildup of pest or rodent populations due to the
presence of hens on the property.
SECTION 5. Health & Disease Concerns
a. Hens must be enclosed and segregated from wild migratory fowl. They may only be allowed out of the
enclosure into a securely fenced area when supervised.
b. All henhouses shall be located not less than 200 feet from the high water mark of any known source of
drinking water supply or any tributary thereof, and not less than 50 feet from any well.
c. The Board of Health or its agent may order the removal of the chickens upon a determination that the
chickens pose a health risk.
d. Chickens may not be slaughtered on residential property within the border of the Town of Arlington.
e. If a chicken dies, it must be disposed of promptly in a sanitary manner.
SECTION 6. Humane Treatment
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a. Chickens must be treated in a humane manner at all times, including access to fresh food, water and
protection from the elements as needed.

b. Chickens shall not be subject to debeaking or forced moulting.
The henhouse must have a minimum interior floor surface of at least 2 square feet per bird.

A pen area is required and must have a minimum ground surface of at least 5 square feet per bird.

SECTION 7. Regulation and Permit Process
a. No person shall keep hens within the limits of the Town of Arlington, in any building, or on any premises
of which he is the owner, lessee, tenant or occupant, without first obtaining an annual permit from the
Board of Health.
b. In order to receive a permit the following must be completed:

i. A completed application form provided by the Board of Health;

i. A submitted plan drawn to scale which includes the following information: Size of entire lot with
existing structures as well as the henhouse and pen, including fences; distance of henhouse and
pen from all abutters;

iii. A submitted written maintenance plan describing cleaning schedule, pest and predator control
measures, and nuisance prevention measures.

iv. Verification that all abutters have been notified, not more than thirty (30) but no less than fourteen
(14) days in advance of the hearing before the Board orits Agent,of t he applicant és
verification shall be in the form of a signed letter or receipt from the U.S. Post Office that a
certified letter has been received by each abutter.

v. If the property where the hens are to be located is owned by multiple owners, written statements
signed by all property owners granting permission.

c. Action by Health Department on Initial Permit

i. Upon receipt of a completed application as defined above, the Board or its Agent shall inspect
the property;

ii. The Board or its Agent shall provide a hearing for the applicant to speak regarding their
application, and for abutters to express any concerns, questions, support or opposition to the
application. The Board or its Agent may require the applicant to furnish additional information
needed to make a determination whether to grant the permit.

ii.h The Board or its Agent(s) shall act on the comp
Agent (s)6 decision shall be mailed to the appli
and will include any conditions imposed by the Board or its Agent(s);

iv. If the permit is issued, it shall be issued to the owner of the property or the tenant of the property
with the written permission of the property owners. If permission from any property owners is
rescinded, the permit shall be valid until the end of its annual renewal period; and

v. The issuance of such a permit does not in any way relieve the permitee of the necessity to
comply with other laws and regulations concerning zoning and construction. A henhouse and

attached pen is considered an accessory structure similar to a greenhouse for zoning purposes.
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d. Aninitial inspection fee or an annual renewal fee for a permit shall be set by the Town Manager in
consultation with the Board of Health. The appropriate fee shall be paid at the time the application is
submitted for review. The fee shall not exceed the expected cost of processing the application (in
accordance with M.G.L.).

e. Fines may be charged for re-inspection or violations of this article, to cover the cost of any personnel time
or expenses (in accordance with M.G.L). The amount of any fines may be set by the Board of Health; the
amount of such fines shall be made publically known in a manner that is customary and consistent with
other Board of Health processes.

f.  Non-criminal Disposition
The procedures for fines or violations shall be enforced as specified in the provisions of Section 21D of
Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws, which provides for a non-criminal disposition.

g. Any violation of the provisions of this article or of the permit shall be grounds for an order from the Code
Enforcement Officer to revoke the permit, and remove the chickens and the chicken-related structures.

SECTION 8. Severability

a. The provisions of this section are severable; and if any of the provisions of this section shall be held

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court

shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.
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Petition with Comments from Arlington Residents

Current as of 3/2®9

42Ss OAGAT Sya
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#

NAME

1 | Pamela Callaway

netta davis
Tom Callaway
Jan Stetso

Lori Kenschaft

Karin Turer

O O N o o b WD

Jennifer Nortm

=
o

adrain berridge

[
[

Patricia Gross

12 | Uri Guttman
13 | Ted Sharpe
14 | Jennifer Goebel
15 | Jay Brewer

16 | Mary N Young
17 | Kevin Koch
18 | Lisa Berezin
19 | Nick Pavey

20 | Elizabeth Schwartz

21 | Karen Steiner

22 | Kathleen Leavey,

DVM
23 | Ward Wrzenski

24 | Donia Goss

25 | Rosamond L. Merrill

26 | Johanna Meyer

27 | MaryAnna Foskett

28 | Lauren Worsh

29  Mary Jane Keeler

30 | Junko Kato

31 | Maria Aliberti

Theodore Packard

Marion L. Carroll

2T

ARLINGTON
PRECINCT

?

5

10

14

14

11

4
19

21

10
16
19

21

12

12

I NI Ay3ilzys
LISGT 2NJ 20 KSNJ LJzNLI2 4S5S4 ¢

ARLINGTON STREET

ADDRESS
Bowdoin St.

45 spring street

19 Bowdoin St

62 Walnut Street
10 Oakland Ave

68 Crosby Street
111 Fairmont St
525 Summer Street
6 Brookdale Rd

99 thesda street

438 Massachusetts Ave., Apt.

328
79 Everett St.

51 Palmer St.
89 Sunset Road
165 Oakland Avenue

142 Newport St.
100 Florege Avenue

525 Summer Street
198 Lowell St

39 Amherst St.
266 Gray St

266 Gray St

2 Smith Street

46 Marathon St

82 Bow St

101 Brantwood Road
138 Warren St.

99 Thesda Street

15 Wachusett Avenue

133 Lowell Street

al! ¥ &dzLJLi2 NJi

COMMENTS

I really think this is the best think for our health and the
environment! Plus, fresh eggs taste better!

Hooray for chickens!

I think this is an excellent step toward food sustainability.

Weare big supporters of being able to have hens to provide
fresh eggs for our home. We also would use the droppings
from the chickens for compost. This is an amazing idea in th
tough times.

Support allowing hens with appropriate regulation to control
noise, smell, distance from neighboring property

| personally cannot own chickens due to the opposition from
my husband and dog, but | would if | could, and think it woul
be great if others were able. | know several people wiva o
chickens and it seemed to work out well for their
neighborhood.
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32
33
34
85

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

47
48
49
50
51

52
53
54
55
56
57

58
59
60
61
62
63

Lubertazzi

jessica goldhirsch
Steve Cimaszewski
Erik Moore

Barbara Popolow

David S. Meyers
Michael J. Smith
Flynn Monks
Emma Dassori
Mona Zeftel
Linda Guttman
Elisabeth Rosenthal
Michael Kaye
charles lovett
Lucia

JANE CAUSEY

Laurel Kayne
Maxim Antinori
Martin Flohr
Dan Hurowitz
Ellen Reed

Sally Moulton
Bruno Vasil
Karen Schultz
Kimberly Kapner
Jennifer Nolen

Sarah Forney

Bonnie Cockman
Susan Doctrow
Laura Whitney
Leanne Soylemez
Robert Brazile
Charlie

10
15

10

10

19

12

14

19

21
21

16

12

21

21
20

12

10 brattle terrace
106 Newport Street
26 Woodside Lane
174 Brooks Ave.

10 Lockeland Ave.
14 Wright St

32 Edmund Rd.
11 Murray Street
79 Everett Street

32 Edmund Rd.

177 sylvia st

4 Staey Brook Road
252 gray street

79 Westmoreland Ave.

79 Westmoreland Ave.

123 Claremont Ave.
20 Woodland Street

164 Scituate St.

81 Newland Rd.
44 Pine Ridge Rd

545 Summer St

46 Grafton Street

99 Westmnster Avenue
114 Paul Revere Road

56 Coolidge Road

46 Westmoreland Ave.

thanks for all of your hard work to organize this!

Fully in support of wekept hens with some requirements for
safety (hens) and sanitation.

Essentially pro egg.

Thank you.LBC

Hello,l am from NORTH CAROLINA,too.Still have my farm t
.where | raised chickens.More pertinent,| had a flock of
chickens in Winchester,numbering 25 at the most. Very upst
home.The neighbrs loved me and our chickens.The bounty ¢
fresh eggs was welcome. | am knowledgeable in all aspects
chickens.The idea of chickens is more disruptive than the
actuality of them .Each Spring | ponder where the hen hous
ought be in relation to the othemeighbors....| applaud your
spirit,and hereby offer my energies, and am sorry to have
missed the first meeting.PS | also had bee hives in
Winchester!AND knew of someone who had a PIG in their
basement (not us)..BEST,JANE 781 777 2868

Our home in Santa Fe, NM is zoned for hens and many of o
neighbors have them. They do nottdib us in any way and
help the otherwise very poor soil in the hood. If we did not
have Jack Russell Terriers, you can believe we would have
too.

While my yard is too small to raise chickens, | fully support t
allowance of hens by my neighbors!
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64

65
66

67

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

76
77
78
79
80
81

82
83
84
85

86
87
89
90
91
92

93
94

95
96
97
98
99
100
101

Nora Shine

Crispin Olson
Susan Ruderman

Andrew Conway

Jui Brazile

Ann Smith

Parke Wilde
Anne Quaadgras
Mary Rojo

Mary Gilbert
Julia Malik

Linda Shoemaker

Gail Davis

Jessica Lane
David Rostocil
Anthony Coconides
David Stoff

Margaret Moore de
Chcojay

Suzanne Lijek
Paula Felsher
Kathleen Carusone

Laura Fairbanks

Robert Riopelle
Barton Bruce
Margaret Stanley
Jeremy Katz
Kirsi AllisoPAmpe
Paula Jordan

Emily Bottis
John Canaday

Risa Edelstein
Elizabeth Canaday
John Porter

Sarah Porter

Mark Halliday
Patsy Kraemer
William Hallahan

11 (1 think)

12
17

10

21

18

21

11

21
15

14

13
3

10 Lennon Rd

95 North Union
9 Alton Street

44 Pine Ridge Road, Arlington
MA 02476

56 Coolidge Rd

38 Washington St

24 Amherst St.

160 Jason Street

76 Henderson St

55 Bow Street, 02474
76 Marathon St.

33 Warren Street

23B Milton Street

75 Fremont St

23B Milton Street

715 Concord Turnpike
88 Fairmont Street
369 Park Ave.

96 Westmoreland Ave
49 Grafton St. #1

104 Medford St #2

8 College Ave

73 Fremont St

31 Bartlett Ave

9 Lancaster Road
Forest St

12 Brattle Terrace
40 Windsor St #1

52 Highland Avenue
48 Menotomy Road

36 Tanager Street

48 Menotomy Road
126 Paul Revere Road
126 Paul Revere Rd
122 Lake Street

85 Columbia Rd.

34 Marathon Street

Please allow chickens in Arlington. With a few simpléddimi
this could be great for residents!

| support the Warrant article as proposed and urge Town
Meeting to take action.

| believe this is the way of the future... local, snsaiile,
sustainable. We can feed ourselves, our families, and our
neighbors. | have friends in Belmont with chickens. They hi
no problems with noise, smell, pestspmedators.

6 hens sounds fair to me

Also helps with energy by eating "local”

| think Arlington should allowhickens just as Belmont does
people can have other birds as pets, why not chickens?

Please vote in favor of this warrant change. Having backyart
chickens is an important factor in food sustainability and foo
security. Everyone should be able to grow and have fresh fo
ie. eggs.

This will be a wonderful way for Arlington to participate in
developing sustainable environmental practices, as well as f
helping to reconnect our children to the natural world.

totally supportive of this waant article.
| support having hens in Arlington, MA.
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102
103
104
105
106

107
108
109
110
111

112
113
114
115
116
117

118
119

120

121

122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

Lauren Hefferon
Sonia Lackey
David Munson
Ned Hall

Nellie Aikenhed

Margaret Moody
stuart pitchel

Julia Goodman
Catriona Campbell
Anakin Michele

Liz Grabiner
Deborah Kaplan
Stephanie T
Ruth Hatfield
Annalaura Silva

Donna K. Wren,
M.D.

Kristen Naegle
robert zacher

Sierra Nesbella

Colleen Spindler
Ranta
kathie davis

Mary Kiely
Chris Wren
Martha Ingols
Eric Aranon
LynnVerPlank
Maura McNiff
Edward Yow

Al Md_uff

Kristin Baker
Oakes Plimpton
Emily Rarki
Harvey Lych
Evelyn Grisparg
Charles Percival
Jane L Howard
Carole Thomas
Sarah Heller

Ibe Olivera
Peter B. Howard

4th

10

21

10

13 Marathon St

7 Cross St.

35 Alpine St.

174 Brooks Ave.
137 Herbert Road

78 Varnum St.

30 freeman street
30 Freema St

12 Orvis Rd.

124 Everett St. #4

101 Egerton Rd
107 Grafton St

20 Belton Street
16 Belknap Street
75 Winter St.

75 Hillsdale Rd.

42 Rawson Road #2
100 Madison ave

16298 linesville road linesville

pa 16424

297 Park Avenue, Arlington, M/

02476
n/a

100 Menotomy Road
75 Hillsdale Road
7 Edith St

21 Appleton St.

72 Jason St.

156 Appleton St.
72 Jason St.

24 Woodbay St.

67 Coolidge Rd.
29 Egerton Rd

96 Westmoreland Ave
370 Forest St.

370 Forest St.

12 Woodland St.
54 Wyman Terrace
24 Amherst

18 Hamilton Rd

12 Woodland St.

In a small, contained group chickens do not create a mess, i
smell, or more noise than the occasional "peep". Fully in fav

In these tough financial times, keeping chickens for eggs wil
save money. As long as there are no loud, disruptive rosters
think Arlington should be chickefniendly.

we would like to keep several hens in our backyard as pets i
to provide eggs for ourselves and neighbors who have
suggested this to us

Suypport the hens!

What do we want? CHICKENS!When do we want them? N(
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142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

165
166
167
168
169

170
171
172
173

174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181

Corey Zimmerman
Katryn Baker
Rebecca Doyle
Pia Caronogan
Karen Friedman
ChrisPullare

Pat Magee

Elijah M Soigs
Heather S. Smith
Ruth Faas

Austin de Besche
Sarah de Besche
Aaron Weber
Marlene Cole
Corinna Vanderspel
Peter Bloom

Nan Avots
Christina Donovan
Julie Avots

Steve Dion

Chris Fitch
Woody Swan

Beverly S.
Brunkerkoff
Sarah Forney

Mary McCartney
Monique Chaplin
Debbie Mirns

Pichai
Soppaniganvay
Lisa Heffley

Ekrem Soylemez
Janet Wilder

Rebecca
Edmondson
Barbara Golduftes

Glenn Koenig
Stanient Jestel?
Greg Watt

Melissa MacDonald
Karen MoseiBooth
Pan Chan

Anna Watson

47 Thorndike St.
37 Thorndike St.
188 Cedar Ave

41 Lafayette St.

18 Hillside Ave

135 Pleasant St.

67 Coolidge Rd. Yes!

27 Elwern Rd. Yes! Allow hens!

25 Avon Place
15 Devereaux St.
78 Franklin St.
78 Fanklin St.

12 Thorndike St.
258 Mass Ave
75 Cedar Ave

15 Jason Terrace
73 Columbia Rd
11 Harvard St.
73 Columia Rd.
182 Medford St.
23 Jason St.

10 Scituate St.
50 Bradley Rd.

545 Summer St.
35 Michael St.

35 Micha¢ St.

64 Claremont Ave
25 Grove St.

131 Wildwood Ave
32 Kensington Rd
26 Peck Ave

31 Morton Rd.

Local eggs of course

Must be inspected & licensed

28 Daniels St.
16 Hopkins Rd.
54 Four???? Rd.
26 Franklin St.
26 Fraklin St.

28 Walnut St.

93 Crient Ave.
200 Spring Ave

My yard is too small but others should be allowed to.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Don't you need a rooster for eggs?

A: No, you don't. Hens lay eggs without a rooster. The eggs you b
the store are unfertilized and no rooster is around those hens. You
only need a rooster to hatch chicks. Roosteit not be allowed
under the proposed bylaws

Q: Are chickens loud?

A: Roosters are loud, and they aren't allowed. Hens, on the other
hand, arepretty quiet: on average, far quieter than most dogs,
parrots, or macaws. They generally make a soft chuckle or cluck. &3
Occasionally, when they are showing off an egg they've just laid, oFf s
when disturbed, their clucking is slightly louder. They're asleep i
their henhouse by dark.

i
- ,A‘héh iang her egg

Q: What about predators or pests?

A: Since the ordinance will stipulate that the hens must be in a completely enclosed, prpdadbenclosure, and

locked in a solid henhouse at night, the hens will not attract predators ang than a rabbit in a hutch. As far as

rodents go: It is food that attracts rodents, not the chickens. If you have wild bird feeders in your back yard, you run the
same risk. Keep all feed in metal garbage cans, with secure lids. Feed birds in smaticdasest to have a large

amount of food left over. If you feed your birds scraps/ protein, make sure it is eaten and not left in the bedding. Cats,
dogs, hawks, raccoons and other predators: The key to safe chickens is a sturdy, impenetrable coops Raccoon
particular are such clever, determined critters. Make sure the structure is secure (enclosed top, fencing buried below
ground under the sides, secure latches on doors or other entryways), keep all birds locked in at night, letting them out
into the run only during the day. Cats normally have a healthy respect for adult hens; dogs will chase them if they are
left to roam. If you let your birds out into a fenced yard, you are required to keep them under supervision at all times.

Q: What about diseases lke Avian Flu?

A: Avian Flu of the type that is contagious to humans has not been found in North America. Any type of avian influenza
spread by contact with the contaminated feces of other birds, primarily migratory waterfowl. So the key issues are
sanitation and contact with wild birds. Unlike rural farm birds, which "free range" and might, for example, drink from a
pond shared with Canada Geese, "backyard chickens" in South Portland will be kept in an enclosed pen with little
contact with the migratonpirds. In addition, should avian flu ever reach here, it would more likely spread in situations
where birds are maintained in unsanitary conditions, such as the large commercial "factory farms" where chickens are
crammed together in filthy cages.... not ede chickens are kept as pets in walhintained coops cleaned as regularly as
any suburban pet.

Salmonella is the other primary concern associated with chicken and eggs. Again, this is an issue of cleanliness and
chickens kept as pets are unlikely to sawany problems. In fact, Consumer Reports magazine reports that 71% of all
supermarket chicken and eggs are contaminated with salmonella: eating your own backyard eggs, where you have
control over the sanitation, significantly reduces your chance of exgo$n terms of exposure from pets, chickens are
no more likely to carry it than parakeets, and pet reptiles are far more likely culprits. Gooenzeiihg practices are
always important after handling animals.
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Pet chickens, unlike cats and dogs whidh@arime vectors for rabies and tiddorne diseases, actually keep your yard
healthier by eating ticks and other insects.

Dr. Donald Hoenig, the Maine State Veterinarian in charge of animal health issues for the State of Maine (the FAQ con
to me courtey of the Portland bylaw changes), endorses backyard chickens, and feels they can peacefully coexist in
dense neighborhoods. He also confirms that the public health risk is minimal when the chickens are properly cared for,
the same as the health risks asided with keeping any other animal as a pet.

Dr. Richard J. Brzozowski, Extension Educator at the University of GlzoperativeExtension responsible for
statewide programming in poultry science, also endorsed allowing pet hens in South Portlangd $agdh Portland
kindly let me use their FAQ, and | thought it was good info so | left it in).

Q: What about wintertime? The Eglu coop for 3 hens, in winter
A: Choose breeds that are known for their cblardiness, a9 | | , ' ] I T8 ‘
such as one of the many Heritage Breed chickens bred in N.& 42 I I I [

England ancCanada in the 1800s. Here's a good breed
selection chart. Less hardy breeds are susceptible to frostbi
especially of the combs. Many people insulate their coops (I
sure to put an inner wall up so the hens won't eat the
insulation.) The main problem kgeping the water from
freezing, which may be accomplished with a heated-dogyl,
a birdbath or poultrywaterer deicer, or a heat lamp or
ordinary light bulb over the waterer.

Q: Will chickens be running wild in neighborhoods?

A: No. The drafted amendmeincludes the stipulation that
the hens must be kept in a completely enclosed pen at all times unless they are in a securely fenced yard with
supervision.

b,

Q: How many chickens are we talking about here?
A: The ordinance will limit the number to 6 or le$%our to six hens will supply a family of four with more than enough
eggs for personal use, and even some to share with neighbors.

Q: Don't chickens smell?

A: The amount of chicken manure produced by six hens is roughly equivalent to the dog droppithgegdrby a
mediumlarge dog. And, unlike dog or cat poop, chicken manure can be easily composted into fabulous garden fertilize
That said, smell will depend on the caretaker. Just like any other pet or animal, hens needeazarang out the dirty

beddng in the coop, keeping it dry and having a clean/dry area of sand or dirt for the birds to take dust baths in. These
practices will all help to keep your birds happy, healthy and odor fikée personal experience has been that any smell

is not presentrn the winter, and minimal at other times of the yeadvlost hen owners lay down litter in the hen house,
usually pine shavings or hay, and change it out 1 or 2 times a Wéwlt.is sufficient to keep the smell down to less than

a 5 foot radius in the sumer, and down to nothing in the winter.
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Q: What do chickens eat?

A: They will eat just about anything! There are commercial poultry foods (regular and organic) available at local feed
stores, or you can make your own mix. People feed chickens cornwdeat, rye, soy, fresh greens from the garden
(weeds as well), table scraps (they love spaghetti!), worms and other bugs. They will "mow" your grass if allowed in the
yard, and the more greens they eat, the yellower the yolks will be, and tinehige Gnega3s in the eggs!

Q: Can | use the chicken manure as fertilizer in the garden?
A: Chicken manure is high in nitrogen, so it is considered "hot". It will need to be composted before putting it directly
onto your garden. Once it has broken down, it theatbmes perfect food for the garden.

Q: How many eggs can we expect?

A: A typical hen will start to lay eggs at about 5 months of age. The eggs will start out small, then get increasingly large
During the first year of laying, the hen (if she is a goaggducer) will lay one egg, almost every day in the warmer
months. The birds may then go through a "molt" in the late fall/ winter months and stop laying. Then they will start
again in the early spring. You can encourage egg laying through the coldtérsngrkeeping a light on a timer in the
henhouse to add "daylight" in the early morning (ideally for a total of 14 hours). As the hens get older, they will start to
lay fewer and fewer eggs. although they will be bigger eggs. While commercial egg faetiez’s(!) hens at just a few

years old, backyard chickens can continue to lay for many, many more yearshicken is no longer wanted for any
reason, there is a "chicken retirement center" out in Lincoln, MA.

Q: Aren't chickens mean?

A: Just likeny animal, it's all in the upbringing. If you took a bunch of parrots, cockatiels, kittens or puppies and stuck

them in a pen with minimal human contact beyond food and water, they probably wouldn't be very good pets. Just like
these animals, chickens thare handraised from chicks can be wonderful pets. They come when they are called, enjoy

being held and are beautiful and even affectionate pets.

A coop in Westwood, MA, ford6 hens

(Content graciously provided by
http://sopochickens.ory
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Here are some examples of other laws in the US:

=A =4

=A =4 =4 =4

Belmont, MA You may keep chickens on residential lots with a special permit. Inspection required.

Newton, MA Hens allowedby special permit on lots undéracres. Over 5 acseagriculture is allowed without a
permit.

Brookline, MA.(Article 4, table item 57) Poultry is allowed, not more than 25 animals and 100 away from any
residence not on the property. Additional regulations may be applied by the board of health.

Winchester MA. Keeping of animals such as horses, sheep, goats, pigs, etc. requires a permit.

Lexington, MA Upto 6 chickens allowed on lots less than 2 acres

Boston MA. Chickens allowed with special permit in residential zones, however permits are hartd to ge
Concord, MA Allows for any livestock on all lots exceeding 5 acres. Has special zoning for agriculture.
Medford, MA. Does not allovanyagricultural uses of residential properties, although it appears if you call them
GLISGaes GKSe | mBicieESYLI FNRBY (KS

Watertown, MA. Allows for commercial agricultural uses on residential property only if it is 5 acres or larger, but
non-commercial usage limits are not specified.

Somerville, MA Does not mention livestock or poultry at all, with the exéeptof being able to sell agricultural
products on certain zone types, so presumably unregulated. Interestingly enough, the city website has a page c
coyotes, and how to protect livestock from predation.

Wenham, MA Poultry allowed, but the town may re#tt your operation if it causes a public nuisance (noise) or
public health issues (disease).

Westwood, MA Poultry allowed by permit$10 annual fee 15 ft. property setback.

Northampton MA A maximum of three hens allowed; no roosters.

South Portlam, ME (Ord. Sec.2-8.5)- up to 6 hens allowed, some restrictions. No roosters. Permit required
$25 application fee, $25 for coop inspection. (Portland Press Herald, Sept 7, 2007)

Portland, ME Allowed as of 2/2009hens only, no roosters. Permit reiged, $25. Must be at least 20 feet away
from neighboring houses and 5ft from property lines. (From the Portland Press Herald 2/19/2009)

Cape Elizabeth, MBPet chickens allowed! (Not for profit.)

Biddeford, ME (Part Il Ch 10 Art 1) Chickens alloweth@city, no restrictions.

Boston, MA (Ch. 16, Sec 16.18A) Chickens allowed by permit, fee $20. Certain limits in residential areas, but
these are not listed in the city ordinance.

Concord, NH(Title 1, Ch 13, Art 1B) Unspecified number allowed. Cantrbe a public nuisance or health

hazard.

New Haven, CTUnspecified number allowed. Cannot be a public nuisance or roam at large.

New York City, NYPoultry allowed. You have to have a permit for your chickens. Must be kept clean. No
roosters. No limits on numbers, over 30 community gardens keep hens for eggs.

Chicago, ILCan keep as many chickens as you like but only if they will be your pets. You are not allowed to kee
them for slaughter. You must also keep them penned.

Burlington, VT Up to 3 clakens per household.

Portland, OregonYou are allowed three hens without a permit. Roosters are not allowed. You need to apply for
a permit to keep chickens. Permit for more costs $31. Any coop must be kept more than 25ft. from residences.
Syracuse, NXChickens are sometimes allowed here. It depends on your zoning. No roosters.

Mobile, AL You can keep as many hens as you like here but no breeding allowed, and no roosters.

Little Rock, ARUp to four chickens allowed.

Miami, FL. May have up to 15 hex) no roosters. Must be contained at least 100 feet from neighboring
structures.

Minneapolis, MN Unlimited. Applicant needs consent from 80 percent of neighbors within 100 feet of real
estate. Chickens must be penned.

Missoula, MI. Allowed with some rstrictions (Missoula Notebook12/18/08).
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f San Antonio, TXUp to 5 chickens, any gender, per household. Must keep in a coop, 20 feet from any other
dwelling.

1 Rochester, NYRequires a $25 license for keeping pet chickens; in the city limits, no roaster® commercial
breeding allowed. Coops must be kept 25 feet away from houses. Coops must provide a minimum of four squal
feet of room per bird. Your coop sep must be inspected before adding chickens, to make sure it provides
enough space and healtlypnditions for the birds. Licensing and inspection is done through the Rochester City
Police Department. The online city code which outlines this can be found in Chapter 30, Section 19.

1 Madison, WI As of 2004, it is legal to have 4 hens (no roostera)daop, no closer than 25' from the nearest

neighbors living quarters. Butchering within the city limits is still not allowed.

San Francisco, CAllowedwith some restriction® 2 2 NI RoF 6§ OK Ly atdAddzid NBLI2 NI 6106/2008) (8 5.

Los Angeles, CAAllowed with some restrictions.2 2 NI Rg I § OK Ly adAtidzi s NBLRZ2 NI & N0{6/2008)(i & 5 &

Houston, TXAllowed with some restrictions 2z 2 NI Ro 1 § OK Ly atAGdzi$ NB LR Nikeng 10{6/2008){i & 56 St

Seattle, WA. Allowed with some restriction® 2 2 NI Rgl G OK Ly adAaddzid NBL]R NI 6106/2008)i& 565t

Los Angeles, CAllowed with some restrictions 2 2 Nt Rs+ 1 OK Ly atiAldzis NoisiyChickenhd 0f6/2008) (i & 5 4

Pittsburgh, PA Up to 5 pets allowed, including henZoning variance may be required in some areas.

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4
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Experiences of Nearby Towns & Cities
| spoke with Health Inspectors or Animal Control officers in the following nedibg. Below is the information they
have provided me.

Belmont, MA

Population: 24,261

Number of 2008 Licenses: 7
Number of 2008 Complaints: Zero
Property Setbacks: No

Permits required: Yes

Permit Fee: $25

Newton, MA

Population: 83,829

Number of 2008 Lenses: 20

Number of 2008 Complaints: 3

Property Setbacks: 10 ft, 40 ft from front of property
Permits required: Yes

Permit Fee: $25 for 2 years

Brookline, MA

Population: 57,425

bdzYo6SNJ 2F unny [AO0OSyaSay acSgé
bdzY6SNJ 2F wnny [ 2YLIXIFAylday a{2YS¢
Property Sdbacks: 50 ft.

Permits required: Yes

Permit Fee: Information not provided

Lexington, MA

Population:3o,355

Number of 2008 Licenseabout 20 home licenses, 1 commercial
Number of 2008 Complaintstone that the Health Director knows of
Property Setbacks: 2& from dwellings

Permits required: Yes

Permit Fee: $25
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Letter from Belmont Animal Control Officer

TOWN OF BELMONT

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

ANIMAL CONTROL

BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS
617-993-2724

JOHN P. MAGURANIS
Animal ControDfficer

To Whom It M& Concern,

The Town of Belmont, Massachusetts has adopted chickens (hens only) into our Animal Celrarngs Bymost two

years ago. Prior to this, residents who wished to raise chickens had to go through a lengthy and costly procedure for
permitsthatwlNBE G NRGGSYy F2NJ FI NY dzaSo {AyOS Ftf 2F (GKS NBJ
to consider them under our pet regulations.

At present, Belmont has roughly eight households harboring chickens. We charge $25.00 per year farangerm
inspection. The program is working well with zero complaints and Belmont families are now enjoying their own fresh
eggs, along with a great learning and family activity.

Inspection of chicken coops require very little time; less than an hour &initial and about 20 minutes yearly
thereafter. A State expert on chickens has and is available for consult and information regarding health, housing and
sanitation issues that may arise.

In general, the chicken program has gone well and without intgdeWe have set a five chicken limit and a no rooster
rule and have had no violations. All residents that have chickens have been eager to make any changes recommende
and all followup (yearly) inspections have gone without problems to date.

I would reommend adopting the harboring of chickens in any community.8ys. The program takes little effort on
the staff of Animal Control and/or Health Department. | would be happy to answer any questions, elaborate more or
assist via anail or telephone.

Sinceely,

John P. Maguranis

jmaguranis@town.belmont.ma.us
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Letters from current hen owners in surrounding towns

To my neighbors in Arlington,

|l 6m writing you to ur ge Yy ofaryouroesidewts td legallwkeep dhickens. d e v
About 3 years ago we started allowing up to 5 hens per household in my town of Belmont Massachusetts. Nc
roosters are allowed.

Although Belmont is classified a town because of its form or government, likegtainwe have a greater
population and are more dense than many small cities. Belmont is a town of about 24,000 residents living in
square miles. Hens fit easily in towns this dense.

| heard that you had some reservations about the keeping of hecsldncimate. Although we have
temperatures as low &&F in winter, | do not provide extra heat for my chickens. Many of the chicken breeds
were developed iNew Englandvhere | live, and are fine in cold. Of course they do need a coop to protect
them fom wind and snow and predators. Think of the little wild birds that survive winter. Down and feathers
are great insulators.

In Belmont we need a permit each year to keep chickensar@ual control officeinsures that there is no
smell or mess and thdtd chickens are safe from predators and being cared for appropriately.

Because we are a densely populated town, the average size lot of our chicken keepers in town is small at ab
6000 sq feet. It is not difficult to keep hens without smell and noiset®ithis small or smaller.

Although chickens are an agricultural animal, they are now considered pets in many areas for purpose of
definition. This seems more appropriate for the small flock size of under a dozen usually found in cities and
suburbs. It Bows them to be regulated in a similar mannedags and catand allays fears of sonpeople that

if we allow chickens today we might hawedllow goats and pigs next tirat their neighor will have too many
chickens.

| also know that many people tki that hens are magnets for coyotes or other animal pests. As long as extra
food is kept in a metal bin, this is not the case. If it were coyote magnets, then all the coyotes in Arlington
would have left your town and come to Belmont to stay becauseweehleas here.

On a humorous note | would also like to point out that chickens are the only pet that | know of that prepares
breakfast for you. | urge you to consider allowing chickens in your tdwelieve they actually improve

guality of life and fostea sense of community as well as being a great educational experience for children. Of
course we all love the delicious eggs too.

Sincerely,

JoanTeebagy
chicken owner
Belmont Massachusetts
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March 12, 2009

Dear Arlington Planning Board,

This letter cones to you in support of Pam Callaway and her efforts to bring backyard chickens to Arlington. My name i
Phyllis Craine and I live in Westwood, MA at 50 Blue Hill Drive. Westwood allows backyard chickens and my purpose
writing you today is to expresay support for a zoning change that will enable backyard chickens in Arlington.

Small flocks of backyard hens are neither dirty, noisy nor a nuisance. Laying hens do not need the services of a roost
to produce eggs, and hens are quiet birds that mageasional clucking noises but they by no means are as noisy as the
average barking dog.

We've had had our chickens since June2D®8 and have never had a single complaint from any of our neighbors. The
reaction from everyone has been positive andgas from surprised curiosity to actual envy! Our hens spend their days
happily in their coop an d enclosed run, safe from predators. | clean out their coop and run every week; their waste
goes onto our compost pile and eventually into our garden. géfeyet about three eggs a days, more than enough for
a family of four. Truthfully they are about as much work as a rabbit. Our birds are tame, friendly creatures and we
really enjoy having a close connection to an animal that gives us food anddertik¥e have no need to spray for bugs

in our yard because anything we catch we feed to the chickens.

L FSSt OSNER FT2Nldzyl S 0KIFIG 2Sa3G622R Aa 1 2ySR FT2NJ OKA
consider it as a model for urban/subum@ommunities.

If you have any questions | would also be happy to appear before the Board in person.
Many thanks for this opportunity to support Pam Callaway,
Sincerely,

Phyllis Craine

50 Blue Hill Drive
Westwood, MA 02090
781-320-1964
Phyllis.craine@vezon.net
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Letters from neighbors of Hen Owners

From:Sophia Navickas <sophia@navickas.com>
To:Pam Callaway <pamcallaway@ pobox.com>

Date:Wed, Mar 18, 2009 at 2:06 PM
Subject: RE: Support Hens at the Zoning Bylaw Review Committee tonight!

Pam,

I will be unable to attend [the board meeting] as | am in another meeting tonight. | wanted to
say that | wholeheartedly support this effort.

| live in Belmont, next to a neighbor who decided to raise 6 chickens so

that she could enjoy fresh eggs and the pleasure of raising her own food.
When | first learned of this | was shocked and apprehensive. We have a dog
and worried that he would constantly be barking and also that the smell
would be overbearing.

Much to our surprise, our dog has decided they are not the most interesting
part of our yard and really doesn't bark at the chickens at all. He prefers
to bark at humans taking walks.

Also, the smell is completely manageable as our neighbors keep the pen clean
and neat.

| would also like to add that they have selected some beautiful chickens and
they are actually a delight to see. They don't make any objectionable noise,
not anything as bad as a dog barking. Also, we live next to conservation
land and we have not had problems with wildlife being attracted to the
chickens.

To summarize, we originally thought that chickens would be a nuisance and
they are a delight and not only that, we've had a chance to taste fresh eggs
which were unlike anything else we've tasted. It feels good to know where
your food comes from given how many pesticides are in our food supply which
we can't control. Having chickens gives people who are willing to put in the
effort and money to keep them, the opportunity to produce their own,

chemical free food. | think that should be our rights as citizens.

Thank you,
Sophia Navickas

56 Juniper Road
Belmont, MA 02478
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Letters from South Portland, ME Town Officials
{GFrGSYSyida FTNRY {2dz2ikK t2NIflyRQa FT2NNSNI YI&2N)/ fF dzRS
Doucette Thesdetters were written for the Portland, ME legalization campaign which passed in February of 2009.

From: cvzm@maine.rr.com

Date: February 4, 2009 6:42:57 PM EST
Subject: RE: Portland Chicks

To: nanorton@maine.rr.com

We received a citywide report about chickens right before | left the council. First year report. For all the hoopalah and public support

only a few people availed themselves of the privilege to keep birds. We fell far short of the licensing cap we set for the first year. That

cap is now lifted. And this cap was put in place so that we could monitor the number of licensesd and quality of animal husbandry. So,

that should tell you that our experience here in SoPo is positive thus far. The report won over even the most vociferous critics. It boils

down to a few people who really want to care for chickens and a host of neighbors and activists who support the right to live that value

and raise our food in an eco-conscious way. We did not burden or encumber our animal control officer one iota. Indeed, we still share

his duties with Cape Elizabeth. Zero complaints. Zero feaemdet h cit
your councilors to contact me directly if they want to hear more about our experience.

Claude Morgan

18 Fern Lane

South Portland, Me 04103

Tel: 207.799.5259 cell: 207.450.2583
Email: cvzm@maine.rr.com

From: PDOUCETTE@southportland.org

Date: February 9, 2009 9:46:48 AM EST
Subject: RE: South Portland Chickens
To: nanorton@maine.rr.com

Good Morning Nancy i we have not had one complaint or enforcement issue relative to the chicken
ordinance. Since September of 2007 i we issued fourteen (14) permits to residents to keep chickens. Those
annual permits all expired in December of 2008 and we have received nine (9) renewal requests | know of one
family that did move and the others are no longer (or never did) keep chickens.

The application procedure is not any different than any other application procedure. We share our animal
control officer with Cape Elizabeth i he works a normal 40 hours a week. Since we have had no complaints i
we have not devoted any time to investigation or enforcement. The applicant must obtain a building permit for
the chicken coop i if it is not built properly or there is a problem with it, the neighbors will let us know. As with
most everything i we react to issues. The extra few hours spent on the applications have never been an
issue. It is hard to predict how an ordinance like this would effect Portland. If you limit the applications to
owner occupied properties, that will cut down on issues with tenants trying to do this in apartment houses in
the middle of town.

Patricia Doucette

Code Enforcement Director

Deputy Director of Planning & Development
City of South Portland, Maine
207-767-7603
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Veterinarian Letters
The following is a letter from the Maine State Veterinarian regarding the successful South Portland campaign to allow
hens agets.

June 18, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

[ was asked by Stacey Collins of South Portland to write a letter regarding a proposal to
allow a limited number of backyard chickens in the City of South Portland. I believe that the public
health risk posed by allowing small numbers of backyard chickens in South Portland is minimal and
can be controlled by good husbandy. This means that their housing, feed and water, carcass
disposal, and manure management are maintained using best (agricultural) management practices.
Avian influenza and other diseases may transmitted by contact with migratory waterfowl or
shorebirds. This contact with backyard poultry can be minimized or eliminated by good
management (adequate fencing, well-maintained feeders, closing birds in at night).

There are two areas of caution in keeping poultry in an urban environment to avoid issues
which could result in nuisance complaints from neighbors. The most salient of these concerns is the
possession of roosters which should be prohibited. The second is manure management. Flies and
odor are a common cause of neighborhood complaints. Again, using best management practices to
maintain the sanitation of the coop through frequent clean-outs as well as keeping it well-secured
against predators by the use of adequate fencing is also esential. I think the inclusion of a provision
in the ordinance for the neighbors to rescind approval of the backyard poultry as well as the ability
for the local health officer to remove the birds at any time would also head off potential problems.

[

Please feel free to contact me if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

A E i

Donald E. Hoenig, VMD

Cc: Shelley Doak, Director
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Extension Office Letters
CKAE A& | fSGASNI FNRY G(GKS alAyS SEiGSyarzy 2FFAOSd L«
this warrant.
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